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IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please insert the following paragraph beginning on page 13 , before line 1, and after the 

title: 

We claim: 

Please cancel claims 1-8 and add new claims 9-29. 
Claims 1 -8 (Canceled) 

9. (New) A retractable roof for vehicles having a roof skin with an outer contour 
and a roof opening (12), comprising: a fixed roof area (3) connected to the rear edge (12A) of the 
roof opening (12) and forming a portion of the roof skin (14), at least one cover panel (1,2) that 
is at least movable between a closed position to close the roof opening (12), and an open position 
to at least partially expose the roof opening (12), the roof opening having side edges (12B, 12C) 
extending in the driving direction (F), guide rails (16) which are attached to the vehicle at the 
side edges (12B, 12C) which guide said at least one cover panel (1, 2), and at least one cover 
panel-supporting element (20) connected to said at least one cover panel (1,2), said at least one 
cover panel being positioned at least partially above said fixed roof area (3) when moved to a 
non-closed position, said guide rails (16) including at least one guide rail extension (16A) 
extending rearwardly beyond the rear edge (12A) of the roof opening (12) and being entirely 
below the roof skin contour, the roof skin (14) including at least one recess adjacent said at least 
one extension (16A) of said guide rails, said at least one recess defining a lateral opening (18) 
extending in the driving direction (F) of the vehicle which functions as an extension of the side 
edges (12B, 12C) of the roof opening, said at least one cover panel-supporting element (20) 
guiding said at least one cover panel (1,2) along said guide rails (16, 16 A), said at least one 
cover panel-supporting element (20) engaging said at least one extension (16A) of said guide 
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rails (16) below the roof skin contour (14) and extending at least partially through said lateral 
opening (18) when said at least one cover panel is moved to a completely open position, wherein 
said cover panel-supporting elements (20) are fixedly connected to said at least one cover panel 
(1,2). 

10. (New) The retractable roof according to claim 9, wherein said at least one cover 
panel is vertically displaced by said at least one cover panel-supporting element when said at 
least one cover panel-supporting element is moved rearwardly along said guide rails. 

1 1 . (New) The retractable roof according to claim 1 0 wherein said at least one cover 
panel (1) is a first cover panel and a second cover panel (2), said second panel being moveable 
into a lowered position that is located below said fixed roof area. 

12. (New) The retractable roof according to claim 9 wherein said at least one cover 
panel (1) is a first cover panel and a second cover panel (2), said second panel being moveable 
into a lowered position that is located below said fixed roof area. 

13. (New) The retractable roof according to claim 9 wherein said fixed roof area (3) 
is an independent cover panel. 

14. (New) The retractable roof according to claim 10 wherein said fixed roof area (3) 
is an independent cover panel. 
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1 5. (New) The retractable roof according to claim 1 1 wherein said fixed roof area (3) 
is an independent cover panel. 



16. (New) The retractable roof according to claim 12 wherein said fixed roof area (3) 
is an independent cover panel.. 

1 7. (New) The retractable roof according to claim 9 wherein said at least one cover 
panel supporting element (20) has a central portion which extends through said lateral opening 
(18) and said central portion is strip like with a thickness and a width, said width extending in the 
driving direction (F) of the vehicle, said fixed roof area is closely adjacent to the roof skin, the 
fixed roof area has side edges adjacent said lateral opening, said retractable roof further including 
a flexible sealing strip attached to both said side edges of said fixed roof area, said sealing strips 
extending toward and resiliently engaging the respective adjacent side edges of said lateral 
opening (18) thereby sealing said lateral opening, said sealing strips allowing said at least one 
cover panel supporting element to extend through said lateral opening as said at least one cover 
panel is moved to the non-closed position. 

18. (New) The retractable roof according to claim 10 wherein said at least one cover 
panel supporting element (20) has a central portion which extends through said lateral opening 
(18) and said central portion is strip like with a thickness and a width, said width extending in the 
driving direction (F) of the vehicle, said fixed roof area is closely adjacent to the roof skin, the 
fixed roof area has side edges adjacent said lateral opening, said retractable roof further including 
a flexible sealing strip attached to both said side edges of said fixed roof area, said sealing strips 
extending toward and resiliently engaging the respective adjacent side edges of said lateral 
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opening (18) thereby sealing said lateral opening, said sealing strips allowing said at least one 
cover panel supporting element to extend through said lateral opening as said at least one cover 
panel is moved to the non-closed position. 

19. (New) The retractable roof according to claim 1 1 wherein said at least one cover 
panel supporting element (20) has a central portion which extends through said lateral opening 
(18) and said central portion is strip like with a thickness and a width, said width extending in the 
driving direction (F) of the vehicle, said fixed roof area is closely adjacent to the roof skin, the 
fixed roof area has side edges adjacent said lateral opening, said retractable roof further including 
a flexible sealing strip attached to both said side edges of said fixed roof area, said sealing strips 
extending toward and resiliency engaging the respective adjacent side edges of said lateral 
opening (18) thereby sealing said lateral opening, said sealing strips allowing said at least one 
cover panel supporting element to extend through said lateral opening as said at least one cover 
panel is moved to the non-closed position. 

20. (New) A retractable roof according to claim 12 wherein said at least one cover 
panel supporting element (20) has a central portion which extends through said lateral opening 
(18) and said central portion is strip like with a thickness and a width, said width extending in the 
driving direction (F) of the vehicle, said fixed roof area is closely adjacent to the roof skin, the 
fixed roof area has side edges adjacent said lateral opening, said retractable roof further including 
a flexible sealing strip attached to both said side edges of said fixed roof area, said sealing strips 
extending toward and resiliently engaging the respective adjacent side edges of said lateral 
opening (18) thereby sealing said lateral opening, said sealing strips allowing said at least one 
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cover panel supporting element to extend through said lateral opening as said at least one cover 
panel is moved to the non-closed position. 



21 . (New) The retractable roof according to claim 13 wherein said at least one cover 
panel supporting element (20) has a central portion which extends through said lateral opening 
(18) and said central portion is strip like with a thickness and a width, said width extending in the 
driving direction (F) of the vehicle, said fixed roof area is closely adjacent to the roof skin, the 

5 fixed roof area has side edges adjacent said lateral opening, said retractable roof further including 
a flexible sealing strip attached to both said side edges of said fixed roof area, said sealing strips 
extending toward and resiliently engaging the respective adjacent side edges of said lateral 
opening (18) thereby sealing said lateral opening, said sealing strips allowing said at least one 
cover panel supporting element to extend through said lateral opening as said at least one cover 

10 panel is moved to the non-closed position. 

22. (New) The retractable roof according to claim 14 wherein said at least one cover 
panel supporting element (20) has a central portion which extends through said lateral opening 
(18) and said central portion is strip like with a thickness and a width, said width extending in the 
driving direction (F) of the vehicle, said fixed roof area is closely adjacent to the roof skin, the 

5 fixed roof area has side edges adjacent said lateral opening, said retractable roof further including 
a flexible sealing strip attached to both said side edges of said fixed roof area, said sealing strips 
extending toward and resiliently engaging the respective adjacent side edges of said lateral 
opening (18) thereby sealing said lateral opening, said sealing strips allowing said at least one 
cover panel supporting element to extend through said lateral opening as said at least one cover 
1 0 panel is moved to the non-closed position. 
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23. (New) The retractable roof according to claim 15 wherein said at least one cover 
panel supporting element (20) has a central portion which extends through said lateral opening 
(18) and said central portion is strip like with a thickness and a width, said width extending in the 
driving direction (F) of the vehicle, said fixed roof area is closely adjacent to the roof skin, the 
fixed roof area has side edges adjacent said lateral opening, said retractable roof further including 
a flexible sealing strip attached to both said side edges of said fixed roof area, said sealing strips 
extending toward and resiliently engaging the respective adjacent side edges of said lateral 
opening (18) thereby sealing said lateral opening, said sealing strips allowing said at least one 
cover panel supporting element to extend through said lateral opening as said at least one cover 
panel is moved to the non-closed position. 

24. (New) The retractable roof according to claim 1 6 wherein said at least one cover 
panel supporting element (20) has a central portion which extends through said lateral opening 
(18) and said central portion is strip like with a thickness and a width, said width extending in the 
driving direction (F) of the vehicle, said fixed roof area is closely adjacent to the roof skin, the 
fixed roof area has side edges adjacent said lateral opening, said retractable roof further including 
a flexible sealing strip attached to both said side edges of said fixed roof area, said sealing strips 
extending toward and resiliently engaging the respective adjacent side edges of said lateral 
opening (18) thereby sealing said lateral opening, said sealing strips allowing said at least one 
cover panel supporting element to extend through said lateral opening as said at least one cover 
panel is moved to the non-closed position. 
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25. (New) The retractable roof as defined in claim 9, including at least one sealing 
strip (24A, 24B) for at least partially closing off said lateral opening (18). 



26. (New) The retractable roof as defined in claim 9, wherein said guide rails (16) 
and said at least one guide rail extension (16A) include at least one water channel (22) extending 
in the driving direction (F) of the vehicle at least partially along the length of said at least one 
cover panel (1, 2) and of said fixed roof area (3). 

27. (New) The retractable roof according to claim 9, wherein said at least one of said 
fixed roof area (3) and said at least one cover panel (1,2) includes a translucent or transparent 
surface portion. 

28. (New) The retractable roof according to claim 9, wherein said fixed area (3) is 
attached to the roof by attachment elements (26) that include a multiple set-off shape. 

29. (New) The retractable roof according to claim 9, wherein said fixed roof area (3) 
is attached to said roof skin by attachment elements (26) that are tongue-like. 
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